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TO HER 


ROYAL HIGHNESS 
The Pzincess Dowactr of WALES, 


THIS 


DISCOURSE 


IS HUMBLY INSCRIB'p, 


BY 
. 


HER ROYAL HIGHNESS'S 


Moft dutiful and devoted Servant, 


PRESTON. 
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-. ECCLESIASTES8, Chap. vii. Ver. r. 


A good Name is better than precious Ointment, and the Day of 
In Death than the Day of one's Birth. AE 


of Probation, and, as the Goodneſs, or Badneſs of our 
Behaviour during our ſhort Abode in theſe Tenements 
of Clay, our Bodies, is to determine our future Happineſs, or 
Miſery, it is our Duty, and Intereſt to procure a good Name, 
namely, to live in ſuch a Manner, that the Day of our Death 
may be better than the Day of our Birth. Ecclefiaſtes, aſter Expe- 
rience of the numberleſs Calamities, to which Mankind are con- 
tinually ſubject in this Life, pronounced even the higheſt En- 
Joyments 0 be Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit; that a good Name, 
which cannot be procured by any other Means than Piety, #s 
| beiter, than precious Ointment ; that is, in other Words, that it 
is alone worthy our Purſuit; and that, upon the Whole, asSor- 
row and Affliction, Troubles and Diſappointments, are the in- 
evitable Lot of Humanity, the Day of Death is better; that is, 
more happy for us then the Day of our Birth. In the Morning 
of Lite, our Infant State, we are feeble, and helpleſs : In the 
Noon of Life, a Variety of Temptations ſurround us, and en- 


B danger 


| \ S our preſent Life is deſigned by the Almighty as a State 
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danger our Virtue; and in the Evening, old Age, with a long 
Traia of Infrmities, overwhetms us. At this hit Period woe- 


ful. Experience convinces us; that the World is of a very different 


Nature from what, we in the Prime of Life, imagined it to 


be. The Infincerity, and Ingratitude of thoſe, whom we tender- 


ly loved, ſtabs us to the Heart: Our Children are diſobedient; 
we ſurvive dur neareſt, and deareſt Relations: Our Friends, and 


Acquaintance, Thoſe, who on every Principle of Honor, and 
Gratitude, ought to reſpect us, think that we have lived, alas! 
too-long.—4 good Name, therefore; is better than preciuus Oint- 


ment, as a good. Conſcienee is Man's peculiar Happineſs in 


this Life. Under theſe Circumſtances 7he Day of Death is better 


than the Day of our Birth, eſpecially if we conſider that it ex- 
empts us from the Miſeries of this Life, is the Gate by which 
we enter into a glorious Immortality, and exchange a State 
of Miſery, and Inquietude for a State of conſummate Joy, and 
Happineſs-——The former uſhers us into a miſerable World, 
the latter into tlie . heavenly Canaan.— And did we not, 
on the Condition of behaving well here, promiſe ourſelves 


uninterrupted Happineſs | hereafter, who of us, ſays an in- 


genious Divine, could follow to the Grave the indulgent 
Parent, the amiable Wife, the dutiful Child, the ſincere 
Friend, without burſting into the wildeſt Tranſports of Deſpair ? 
It is this bleſſed Hope, which aſſwages our Grief, and mitigates 
our Sorrow on ſuch melancholy Oceafions. Frequent Medita- 


tions upon Death will render us indifferent as to the Enjoy- 
ments of Life, and cool the raging Fever of our impetuous 


Deſires. A Preparation for Death diſarms it of its Terrors. 


Integrity, Innocence, a good Conſcience, and a ſincere En- 
deavour to pleaſe God, will baniſh our Apprehenſions of it, 


and will repreſent it in a deſireable, rather than a terrifying 
Light. | * 


The Text naturally leads me to expatiate upon that illu- 


ſtrious Perſonage, who is now ſeparated for ever from the 


Sons of Men; I mean his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Torx 


—Poſſeſſed of all thoſe Vittues, which reflect Honor upon, 


and dignify human Nature, he ſtretched forth a friendly Hand 

to relieve the Poor, and Unhappy.— He imitated his Royal 

Brother, whoſe Crown is ſtudded, and adorned with every ſo- 

cial Virtue ; who, in ſpiritual Affairs, is determined by the 

Laws of God; in Temporal, by the Laws of the _— hs 
| eſſe 


\ Gr Kt 
Bleſſed be the Fountain of Health, we are happy in a King, 
| who is beloved, and honoured by his Subjects; Subjects, ſo 
remarkable for a true Spirit of i to Him, as to be 
on, 


willing, in Times of Anarchy, Con and Rebellion, to 
facrifice their Lives and Fortunes to his Honour and Service; 
a'King, who, lite the good Onias, conſults the Goof of all, both 
public and private; à King, who ever makes the Happineſs 
of his Subjects his own; à King who can claim, as his Right, 
that glorious Appellation, Pater Patriz, the Father of his 
People ; and ws, Tike Ufer, rules his People with a Father's 
Love. A King,” who, in every Inſtance of his Conduct, 
ſacrifices Self-Intereſt to Conſcience, Avarice to Generoſity, 
and falſe Pride to Humility of Mind; a King, endowed with 
all the Elegance of Manners, and Accompliſhments of a po- 
lite Court ; with all thoſe amiable Virtues, and Graces, which 
alone conſtitute the true Chriſtian, and can render himſelf, and 
his Subjects happy. As the Vicegerent of Heaven, and the 
Father of his Country, he is remarkable for a tender Exerciſe of 
the Prerogative, a juſt Execution of the Laws, and redreſſing 
Grievances, His Majeſty is the Patron of Liberty, the affec- 
tionate Parent, the indulgent Huſband, the ſincere Friend, 
and the wiſe Diſtributor of Juſtice. An honeſt Heart, and a 
ſound Judgment appear in all his Actions; eſpecially in thoſe, 
wherein the Adminiſtration of public Affairs is concerned. 

Perſwaded, that in a Multitude of Counſellors there is Safety, 
his Ears are ever open to the Counſels of his Lords, and Com- 
mons ; who, by their Knowledge of Mankind, and of the 
different Policies of different Nations, and a profound Judg- 
ment, aſſiſt the common Cauſe.—Far from imagining himſelf 
unaccountable to them, he looks upon their Will as the Mark 
of Right, and Wrong. -A Promoter of Arts, and Sciences, 
and the Macenas of the Age, his Majeſty encourages In- 
duſtry, and Ingenuity, and rewards Men of Letters. 

So extenſive are his Pity, and Compaſſion, that he not only 
melts at the bleeding Wounds of Misfortune, but even weeps, 
when he gives his Manual Conſent, in order to puniſh with 
Death the Tranſgreſſors of the Laws. 

| May that Day for ever be celebrated in the Annals of Anti- 
quity, in which the Britiſb Crown was plac'd upon his Head, 
and the Sceptre put into his Hands. Father, and Guardian of 
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His People, he demands our beſt Services; and may we ever 
do our utmoſt to contribute to his Honor, Eaſe, and Proſ- 
perity. We are bleſſed with a Queen, ſo remarkable for the 
Sweetneſs of her Temper, and her prudent, and engaging Be- 
Haviour, as to give no juſt Occaſion of Offence, either to his 
Majeſty, or the Public, by intermeddling in Affairs of State, 
wiſely leaving them to be conducted by her Royal Conſort, 
and thoſe able Perſonages about him, whoſe peculiar Wann 
it is to conſult, and direct for the beſt. 
In Regard to the ant — Perſonage, wich Loſs we han 
been de ploring, we may ſay with Fancy's ſweeteſt Child, the 
hat he ſhould have died hereafter. — 
May we comfort ourſelves with this Reflection, that his Royal 
H ighneſs ved by all beloved, AF 'died by al ent 


1.1 


| For! him the 2247 Veteran drops a Tea, 
Een the gay Courtier feels a Sigh. fincere. 


And indeed, who can reflect upon ſuch an inexpreſſible Loſs, 
and not let fall the generous Tear? His Virtue, Generoſity, 


Afﬀability, and that moſt engaging Quality, Good-nature, de- 
mand this tender Tribute of our Love, and Eſteem. 


This is not fulſome Panegyric, or Declamation, which in 


| | theſe modern Times, this venal Age, is the high Road to Ho- 


nours and Preferment : Tis Matter of Fact, and which ar 
ingenuous, honeſt Man, muſt acknowledge. » 521 

Tho', my Chriſtian Brethren, a decent Sorrow becomes us, as | 
Men, let us not indulge it too far; but, while we pay all due 
Reſpect to the Manes of our deceaſed Royal Perſonage, let the 
bleſſed Hope of his being eternally happy, ſtem the Torrent of 


our Tears; may this glorious Circumſtance aſſwage our Grief, 


that we ſee his Spirit in his gracious Majeſty, and an honeſt 
Diſpoſition in him to continue to us, and our lateſt Poſterity, 
the Poſſeſſion of our Rights, and Privileges, ſacred, inviolable, 
uninterrupted— and that bis Behaviour atfords us the moſt ſan- 
guine Hopes that he will guard againſt any Encroachments, 
which may be attempted upon them; that his Reign may be 


happy, and gloriaus, that we may long enjoy the invalua- 


ble Bleſſin gs of Peace; hat gur Swords are turned into Plough+ 


ſhar-s, and our Spears into Pruning-b50ks ; that Nation may no 


. fous zer bift up Sword againſt Nation, nor learn War any more; 
that 


o * - 
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chat tie Wolf may del / with the Land, and the Leopard lie 


down with the Kid, and that we may ſit down under our own 
Vines, and Fig Trees. May all our Party Diviſions be reſolved 
into a laudable Emulation of excelling each other in our ho. 
neſt Endeavours to promote the Good of the common Cauſe, 
the Proſperity of Britain, and, in the Place of kindling, may 
we quench, and extinguiſh the Embers of Party, prudently re- 
flecting, that a Nation, as well as a fingle Houſe, divided againſt 
itſelf, muſt inevitably fall. 128005 | | 

We are bleſſed with the mild Adminiſtration of a Proteſtant 
King, adorned with every Virtue of public, and private Life, 


and may promiſe ourſelves an happy Succeſſion in the Royal 


Family. We have a Prince upon the Throne endowed with 
all the amiable Qualities requiſite to adorn his exalted Station, 
and which conſtitute the great, and good Man ; Qualities im- 
proved by the tender Care of her Royal Highneſs, his Mother, 
a Perſonage univerſally eſteemed, and beloved. We have the 
pureſt Religion, and a Body of Clergy capable of defending 
its Doctrines againſt the mad Sallies of Enthuſiam, Prophane- 
neſs, and Infidelity. We have two famous Univerſities, where- 
in true Religion, and uſeful Learning flouriſh, and abound. We 
have Perſons of approved Courage, and Fidelity in the Field, 
and Cabinet. —To conclude, may we entertain the moſt ſan- 
guine Hopes, that the Sueceſſion may continue in the Proteſtant 

Line, and, as loyal Subjects, pay a dutiful Submiſſion to his 
Majeſty, and obſerve Timothy's Advice, who exhorts, That 
Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving Thanks, be made 


for all Men; for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, that 


we may lead a quiet, and peaceable Life in all Godlineſ;, and Hone/- 
ty, and avoid thoſe deteſtable Vices, Bribery and Perjury, with 


all thoſe complicated Arts of Seduction, which frequently un- 


dermine the beſt eſtabliſhed Conſtitutions. | 
May we congratulate the good Fortune of our Countrymen 
in the Acceſſion of his Majeſty to the Crown of Great Britain; 
may it fit eaſy on his ſacred Head, and may we, in our ſeveral 


reſpective Stations, give Proofs of our Loyalty, by a ready, aud 


ſteady Attachment to his true Intereſt, by a voluntary Obedi- 
ence to thoſe Laws, which he, and thoſe, who are placed in 
Authority under him, may think proper to enact in the Admi- 


niſtration of Public Affairs, that the Wheels of Government 


C may 


( w ) 
may move eafily. May we intreat the Almighty, tbe King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, to let fall the refreſhing Showers of 
his Grace upon the anointed Head of our Royal Sovereign, 
and his amiable Conſort, and ſo guide, and direct them, that by 


their Piety, Virtue, and Wiſdom, they may glorify Him; that 


they may eſcape every Injury which wicked Princes may deviſe 
againſt them. May we intreat the Almighty to inſpire our 
Minds with a Love of Piety, Virtue, Unity, and Loyalty 
to his Honor, and the Credit of his Majeſty; and, as it 
is well known by thoſe, who are versd in the Grecian, 
«nd Roman Hiſtories, that their Liberty decayed with their 
| Regard for the Intereſts of Virtue, that they fell toge- 
ther, and great was the Fall: May we, by-a Life of Piety, 


and Virtue, adorn the Doctrine of Chrift our Saviour, in all 


Things, and to the utmoſt of our Power promote a. general Re- 
formation of Manners. A Reformation of Life, and Manners 
is neceſſary, upon a political, as well as religious Account. — 
*Tis the Remark of an ingenious Writer, that God ever deals 
with States, and Kingdoms agreeable to the Virtues, or Vices 
of their Conſtituents, and that their Proſperity, as a collec- 
tive Body, depends upon their Conduct. Luxury, Intempe- 
rance, Diſſipation, and Gaming, which ts now reduced into a 
regular Syſtem, introduce a Levity of Mind, and ſap the Foun- 
dation of our Conſtitution; and, as they enervate, and impo- 
veriſh their Votaries, have the ſame unhappy Effect in diſſolv- 


ing it, as they have upon the natural Body. Luxury, the Luſt 


of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, af- 


fe& our Liberty; a Circumſtance which ſhould deter us from 


them. When we preſerve this invaluable Privilege, Liberty, 
inviolable, which is the Parent of all our public, and domeſtic 
Happineſs, the Source of Plenty, and Proſperity, the Guardian 


of our Lives, and Property, the Bond, and Security of Society, 


and which exempts us from thoſe Miſeries, to which the un- 
Happy Vaſſal to arbitrary Power is continually ſubject, we can 
be ſaid to be free. —As Confuſion, and every evil Work conti- 


nually follow Strife, Hatred, and Animoſity, may we cultivate 
the ſocial Virtues, thoſe Chriſtian Graces, which promote 
Peace, Quiet, and Happineſs, and are the Cauſe of our bleſſed 


Saviour's Will being done on Earth, as it is in Heaven, thoſe 
pure Regions, where Love, Peace, and Harmony — 
LT 4 g 5 And, 


{ mum ) 

And, as we live ih an Age, wherein the filken Sons of Airy 
Pleaſure are nurſed in Effeminacy, and pampered in Riot; an 
Age remarkable for Deiſm, Free-thinking, and Infidelity ; in 
an Age, when many rely upon a mere Form of Gadlingſs, ſay- 
ing, Lord, Lord, but nat doing the Will of that Lord, -oreft the - 
Scriptures to their own Damnation, forcing them to ſpeak a 
Language which they never meant; in an Age, when Luxury, 
and Fraud are ſubſtituted in the Place of Temperance, and Ho- 
neſty, may we, who have better learned Chriſt, diſtinguiſh our- 
ſelves by a different Behaviour, conquer ourſelves (happy Vic- 
tory) maintain the declining Credit of Religion, by a Practice 
of whatſoever is commendable ; and thus, by our good Ex- 
amples, put a Stop to that Spirit of Prophaneneſs, Irreligion, 
and Corruption of Manners, which, to the Shame of human 
Nature, is fo predominant in the World. 

May we be pious towards God, juſt, and benevolent to our 


Neighbours, by whom I mean all Mankind; temperate, and 


chaſte in regard to ourſelves ; and, as Charity is the prolific 
Parent of every Virtue, without which our beſt Actions are 
no more than @ ſounding Braſi, or a tinkling Cymbal, be cour- 
teous, affable, and friendly to all Mankind; feed the Hungry, 
cloath the Naked, viſit the Sick, open the hoſpitable Door to 
Poverty, and relieve the temporal, and ſpiritual Wants of the 
D-ftreſs'd, ſmooth the Bed of Sorrow and Affliction, teach 
Miſery and Grief to ſmile, chear the drooping Heart, ſtop the 
falling Tear, and riſing Sigh of the oppreſſed Orphan, and diſ- 
conſolate Widow, who often Weeps, not like Rachael, becauſe 
her Children are not, but becauſe they are alive, and expos'd. 


to Want, and Miſery ; be, like holy Job, Fathers to the Father- 


leſs, that we may have the Bleſſings of thoſe, who were ready to - 
periſh, come upon us. 

When we pour Oil into the, hleeding Wounds of Sorrow, 
and Diſtreſs, we reſemble our bleſſed Lord in his darling At- 
tribute, Goodneſs. By each good Office we not only obey 


_ Chriſt, who enforcd Charity, but give Proofs of the Goodneſs 
of out Hearts. 

Have we a due Regard for the ſacred Intereſts of Piety and 
Virtue ? May a Regard for them maintain a proper Influence 
upon our Lives, and Converſations ; may we correct, and refine 


our Morals, and looſe ourſelves from thoſe Cords of Vanity, 
* with 
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7 with which we have been fatally-bound, and, ſhaking off thoſe 
3 heavy C logs of Earth, which ſtop our Progreſs to Heaven, aſ- 
pire to immortal Glory, and Happineſs. May our 7. reaſure be i in 


Hecven and aur Hearts will be there alſo. 

May we no longer fondly doat upon the Enjoyments of this 
Life, but fix our Hopes upon a better, and endeavour: to be 
filled with the Fullneſs of God, who fills all Things. —As free- 


born People, may we retain an honeſt Love for our Liberty, 


and on all Occaſions act upon thoſe Motives, which influence 
generous Minds, and exert ourſelves for the Public Good. 
As Death is the Lot of Mortality, and daily Experience teach- 


eth us, that thoſe, who are placed in the moſt exalted Stations, 


are equally ſubjectyto that King of Terrors; that the King, and 
the Peaſant, he, who ſits on a Throne, and he, who fits on a 
Dung-hill, the Rich, and the Poor, as they are compoſed of the 
fame common Duſt, mult return to, and mix with the ſame 
common Duſt again, may it be our chief Concern, by a Life 
of Religion, and Virtue, to prepare ourſelves for that great 
Change, that our Saviour may ſay to each of us at the laſt Day, 


Mell dune thou good and. faithful Servant, enter thou anto the Joy 


of thy Lord. 


. the King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible ; the only 


wiſe and true God, with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, the ever 

bleſſed and glorious Trinity, be aſcribed by us, and by all Men, 
as is moſt due, all Honor, Power, Might, Majeſty, and Do- 
minion, now, henceforth, and for evermore. Amen. 


'' Waldron, 08. 18, 17677. 


